
 
 

On November 21, 2013, the Youth Development Institute hosted New York City 
Beacons: An Infrastructure for Equity, Learning and Community Engagement as 
part of the Talking Transition open conversations about the future of New York 
City. 
 
Young people were asked to share their ideas about what Beacons could do with 
more resources to better serve them, their families and their communities. Here 
is a synthesis of their responses: 
 

What Beacons can do for young people with more resources: 

 Increase the number of slots in Beacons for young people (expand elementary 

and high school slots) 

 Increase the number of hours the Beacon is open  

 Augment the variety of activities/programs offered (literacy programs, college and 

career readiness, environmental, sports leagues) 

 Offer high quality snacks and suppers for children/adolescents who are food 

insecure 

 Increase compensation/incentives for Beacon staff 

 Purchase better supplies (technology, Beacon shirts, games, sports equipment, 

desks, chairs) 

 Offer more youth-led community improvement projects 

 Offer young people the opportunity to take free trips to colleges and to explore 

New York City 
 

What Beacons can do for families with more resources:  

 Increase the number of activities for families at the Beacon  

 Add food pantries in Beacons for families who are food insecure 
 

What Beacons can do for communities with more resources: 

 Create disaster preparedness and relief programs at each Beacon 

 Increase the amount of community service opportunities offered through the 

Beacon 

 Augment the number of opportunities for community building (gatherings, Bingo 

nights, forums to give input on community issues) 

 Increase the number of hours the Beacon is open to the community 

 Increase the number of programs offered to the community (health and fitness, 

computer skills) 

 Offer workforce development opportunities  

 Add food pantries in Beacons for community members who are food insecure 

 Use Beacons to support economic development in communities 


